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to simplify our corporate Tax Code and 
lower rates for businesses, I expected 
Republicans all over the country but 
especially here in Congress to jump for 
joy. I think there are many people 
around the country who were satisfied 
and happy, but the Republican leader-
ship in the Congress surprised me and I 
think a lot of people by their reaction. 
Just a few months ago Leader MCCON-
NELL signaled he would be open to a 
plan to reform the Tax Code. This is 
what he said: 

I’m told President Obama is going to come 
out for lowering the corporate tax rate. To 
the extent he wants to do some of these 
things, our answer is going to be yes. 

It is amazing how quickly his answer 
went from yes to no, no. Republicans 
have favored corporate tax reform for 
decades. We have heard them say so. 
This was one of the mantras during the 
Presidential campaign. But now that 
President Obama is proposing it, Re-
publicans are opposing it. 

The President’s thoughtful approach 
would couple lower tax rates, corporate 
tax rates, with investments in job-cre-
ating measures, such as roads and 
bridges and dams, worker training pro-
grams, and manufacturing incentives. 

He was in the State of Tennessee 
when he made this announcement. 
They are a picture book as to how cor-
porate interests there can really move 
on. They have done a great job in Ten-
nessee, and I would bet that at every 
corporation in Tennessee they were 
elated to hear what President Obama 
had to say yesterday. 

It is going to take a balanced ap-
proach and include smart spending 
cuts, closing wasteful loopholes and 
asking corporations that will benefit 
from lower tax rates to contribute 
their fair share. Even Speaker BOEHNER 
supported this approach in the past. 
This is what he said just a short time 
ago: 

If we want to put Americans back to work, 
I think lowering the corporate tax rate is 
critically important. And to do that, I think 
we have to look at the tax-expenditure side, 
the deductions, credits, and other gimmicks 
that may be in the tax code and that have 
accumulated over the last 30 years. 

I do not say this very often, but 
Speaker BOEHNER was right. 

This is the kind of balanced approach 
to deficit reduction the American peo-
ple favor—a simpler tax code that low-
ers rates, makes our businesses more 
competitive, but also raises new rev-
enue to invest in job creation. We have 
learned that the sequestration has al-
ready cut 1.6 million jobs, so we need 
job creation. We need to help the mid-
dle class by creating jobs. As President 
Obama said, if we are going to give 
businesses a better deal, we need to 
give workers a better deal also. We can 
use the money we save by simplifying 
the Tax Code to create jobs now, right 
away, jobs that can never be 
outsourced. Both Democrats and Re-
publicans can get something they 
want, and the economy gets the shot in 
the arm it needs. 

We have already cut the deficit in 
half over the last 3 years—that is the 
yearly deficit—and we have already 
saved $2.6 trillion from the accumu-
lated debt. Democrats know there is 
more to be done. We certainly do. But 
we will not agree to any plan that bal-
ances the budget by killing jobs even 
more than already and whacking the 
middle class, and that is while holding 
the richest individuals and corpora-
tions harmless. 

Democrats believe we must offset the 
harsh spending cuts of the last few 
years with job creation that puts the 
middle class back on track. To get the 
economy back to full steam, we should 
be making targeted investments in 
areas such as infrastructure and edu-
cation—things that have always helped 
America grow and succeed. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, you 
know there is not much to say about 
the President’s speech yesterday other 
than that he actually retreated from 
previous commitments to a more bi-
partisan, revenue-neutral corporate tax 
reform and then tried to sell that rejec-
tion of bipartisanship as some ‘‘grand 
bargain’’—I mean, only in Washington. 
But let me say this: It really would be 
nice to see the President work with 
Congress for a change to get some im-
portant work done for the American 
people. Republicans have been eager to 
do this all along, but, really, it is al-
most as if there is a ‘‘Gone 
Campaignin’ ’’ sign outside the Oval Of-
fice—a ‘‘Gone Campaignin’’’ sign out-
side the Oval Office. On the rarest of 
occasions when he does come to the 
Hill, as he will today, you find out it is 
basically just for another internal cam-
paign rally with Democrats. 

I hope he will finally get serious and 
make one of his famous pivots—this 
time in a new direction toward effec-
tive policy and away from the never- 
ending political sideshow. But it is 
hard to see, especially when you con-
sider that the President’s party is now 
attempting to blow up one of the most 
genuinely bipartisan accomplishments 
of the Obama era. 

The Budget Control Act that was 
agreed upon two summers ago rep-
resented a commitment from Wash-
ington to America, a bipartisan prom-
ise to enact $2.1 trillion in spending 
control. Last year the slightest hint of 
fiddling with the spending caps led to a 
furious response from senior Wash-
ington Democrats. It even led to a veto 
threat from the White House. But now 
Washington Democrats are tired of bi-
partisanship. The commitments they 
made have become an inconvenience to 
their special interest agenda, so now 

they are threatening to shut the gov-
ernment down if they are not allowed 
to break their word. That is what this 
appropriations debate we are having is 
all about. It is about an attempt to 
blow up an important bipartisan 
achievement by busting the spending 
caps to which both parties already 
agreed. 

Republicans do not believe we should 
be breaking our commitments to the 
American people, and breaking com-
mitments in order to overspend, as 
Democrats propose, seems like an even 
worse reason for them to shut down the 
government. So I hope they will not. I 
hope they will think about the ‘‘third 
way’’ offer we have made to them too— 
that we would happily discuss exchang-
ing some of the particular cuts they do 
not like for government reforms, the 
kinds of innovative ideas that can get 
our economy back on track and our 
government back in the black not just 
in the immediate term but over the 
long haul. This policy discussion has 
never been more relevant, especially 
when we look at what is happening in 
Detroit and what is happening in Eu-
rope, when we realize that the real- 
world consequences of putting off re-
form are no longer just abstract or hy-
pothetical, they are here, they are real, 
and they are now. 

The experts tell us that the United 
States is already on a completely 
unsustainable fiscal trajectory and 
that we need to make some big changes 
today if we want to avoid a similar 
fate. They also tell us that, unlike De-
troit or Greece, America still has some 
time to chart its own future—but not 
long. That is why the choices we make 
today are so important. We can follow 
the Democratic path to austerity—the 
path of breaking spending caps wide 
open and borrowing more money we do 
not have, of callously rejecting reform 
and blissfully denying the future. That 
path inevitably leads to European-style 
austerity, to the decimation of the 
middle class, to desperation for the 
least among us, or we can follow the 
Republican path to reform and growth, 
a path of smart choices, innovative re-
forms, and orienting our economy to-
ward the future. The Republican path 
not only prevents austerity tomorrow 
but leads to more jobs and a better 
economy today. The Democratic path 
to austerity or a Republican path to re-
form and growth, these are the choices. 

Voting for appropriations legislation 
that blatantly violates budget reforms 
already agreed to by both parties 
moves our country in exactly the 
wrong direction. It puts us on the 
Democratic path to austerity. That is 
one of the many reasons I will be vot-
ing against this spending bill, and I 
urge my colleagues to do the same. It 
is time to get serious about the chal-
lenges we face. It is time to work to-
gether to reposition America for 
growth and prosperity and sustain-
ability in the 21st century. 

If the President is willing to get off 
the campaign trail and show some lead-
ership with his party—convince them 
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